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Side by Side Comparison of Whooley Questions and PHQ-2* 

Tool Whooley Questions  PHQ-2 

 

Original 
source 

“Patient Questionnaire”                                    
(PRIME-MD Part I)a 

“Clinician Evaluation”                                          
(PRIME-MD Part II)a 

Validation Whooley et al, 1997 b Kroenke et al, JGIM, 2003 c 

Prompt During the past month,                                 
have you often been 
bothered by: 

Over the last 2 weeks,                                            
how often have you been 
bothered by: 

 

Symptoms 
1. Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless? 

2. Little interest or pleasure in doing things? 

Response 
format 

 
Yes/No 

  
Multiple choice 

 

Response 
categories 

 

0=No 

1=Yes 

0=Not at all 

1=Several days 

2=More than half the days 

3=Nearly every day 

Score range 0 to 2 0 to 6 

Cutpoint ≥1 ≥2 ≥3 

Sensitivity d,e 95% 91% 76% 

Specificity d,e 65% 70% 87% 
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